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Aquatic warbler conservation & habitat
restoration in cooperation with farmers
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Singing males
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Aguatic warbler popullation dynamics in Lithuania
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Conservation project: LIFE BalticAquaticWarbler
—

Conservation project: LIFE MagniDucatusAcrola









Change of perception towards the farmer

From favourable conservation status of the bird species to favourable conservation status of a farmer
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Farmer — not as conservation tool but as an important driver for distrubance of ecosystem succession (and degratdation)



Building
relationship
instead of just
doing business










Water level management

Meeting interests of farmers ﬁQXw‘ )]4%“'{5

and aquatic warblers




_ . Late mowing of fields
Challenge of farming an conservation | create economic losses

for farmers

AW breeds in a habitat
used for farming Late-cut biomass i

bussiness a problematic waste



Special agri-environmental measure under landscape stewardship
programme

Aquatic warbler conservation in Aquatic warbler conservation in
natural and semi-natural meadows wetlands
AW singing male counts performed first decade of e Full mOWing of the area shall be
June. Plots observed with singing males extracted for done within 2 years (50% each
late mowing. yea r)’-
* For plots where AW singing males observed - e Start of mowing allowed from
mowing after August 15; A st.
ugust 15
* For plots where AW singing males NOT observed — . .- .
Aafsetadet mowing in Jgu,yg; * Mowing shtall be finished until
, October 15t stacked or baled
* For all area — mowing shall be completed by biomass can be removed from

October 1%, Baled or stacked biomass may be left
for winter, but should be removed from the field

field by March 15t next year;

until March 1* next year;  Maximum grazing density allowed
* Extensive grazing (1 SLU/ha) allowed until October 1 SLU/ha;
15.

Payment: 160 eur/ha (+ others possible:

Payment: 291 eur/ha (+ others possible: ,
direct, Natura 2000, LFA)

direct, Natura 2000, LFA)



Targeted agri-environmental scheme for aquatic warbler conservation proved to be very
succesful

Alka polder (2021)

App. 79% or aquatic warbler singing males in Lithuania observed (2021) in plots declared
for special agri-environmental scheme
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Grass pellets — farming product from Aquatic warbler breeding habitat

Climate friendly equine bedding

* Saves aquatic warbler w1 €0,
14 |-
* Climate friendly alternative to n
the peat bedding; il

* No need for artificial
monoculture crop fields,
watering or fertilization; x : ?

e Easy to use: quick spreading, s
even distribution, remove wet
spots only, light packaging;

* Does not cause alergies (little
dust, high temperature treated);

* Biodegradable — good fetilizer
for the fields
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Reed pellets Barley straw
(Hygge pellet) bedding




Farming jQpeatIands - need for changing perception how we understand farming
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Late-cut biomass
a problematic
waste

Special
compensation
scheme for
farmers for late
mowing

Grass pellets -
farming product

Relationship
building between
farmers and
conservationists

Water level

management to
meet interests of
farmers and birds
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