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Conservation of Ireland’s Natura 2000 network of 
blanket bog habitat with farmers and payment schemes



LIFE IP Wild Atlantic Nature overview

• Long-term project (-2029) funded under EU LIFE
• Coordinated by DHLGH, 9 partners 

• Total budget €20.6m (EU €12.3m) 
• Remit to attract complementary funding

• Aimed at management of Natura 2000 network
• Specific focus on Ireland’s SAC network of blanket bog

• > 75 project actions (A, C, D, E, F)
• Farmer, community focused, supported by government



Wild Atlantic Nature programme approach



Organizational and institutional barriers to 
environmental improvement

Often, our land use policies don’t align!



What have we learned in the past 30 years?

• Successful (agri-environment) programmes should
• Be locally adapted, practical and results focused

• Be developed with local people (farmers, communities)

• Be properly and fairly funded

• Facilitate flexible and adaptive management 

• Build local trust and capacity

• Facilitate improvements

• Account for factors outside farmers/communities control



(Hybrid) Results-
based agri-
environment 
programme (RBPS)



Delivery for water quality, 
biodiversity, climate & 
communities (aligning policy)

• Farm systems generally have 
grassland and peatland (some 
woodland)

• Whole-farm approach is 
essential



Target landscape level
Prioritization based on geographical area (SAC + Catchment)



Target landscape level
Prioritization based on geographical area (SAC + Catchment)



Payment streams

Need to reward high quality but also incentivise improvement of poor 
quality

Supporting 
Actions 

Payment
Results Payment



Payment streams

Need to reward high quality but also incentivise improvement of poor 
quality
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• Assists with better farm management & improved ecological quality

Examples from Pearl Mussel Project EIP

Supporting actions



Photos: Pearl Mussel Project EIP

Supporting actions



Habitat quality payment

Digressive payments & area banding are important principles



Whole-farm assessment

Ensures good farm(yard) mgt, strong focus on risk to water quality



RBPS 2021/2022

Results Payment

• Design of RBPS programme

• Implemented across 6 SACs

• 820 farmers 

• >50 advisors trained

• 63,000ha land surveyed

• ~ €2.5m direct farmer payments

• €680,000 additional funding

• Training for DAFM/DHLGH staff

• Lessons for CAP SP



Communication, dissemination & 
exploitation





CAP Strategic Plan 2023-27
• ACRES Cooperation Projects

• Development of previous EIP & LIFE 
programme learnings

• Roll out to 20,000 farmers
• Funded via AECM, NPIs, Cooperation Articles

• Opportunity for farmers (added value to 
HNV lands)

• Opportunities for integrating land use 
policies through delivery of carbon, 
biodiversity, water

• Need for strong ecological restoration 
funding (from outside CAP)
• Support for Co-operation projects, farmers 

and landowners for complex issues



Evolution and transferability

• Greater alignment of land use policy
• Replacing contradictory existing farm payment schemes

• Greater collaboration across public bodies to work effectively

• Important data source for informing future policy
• RBPS used as a landscape land use planning tool and a driver for ecological 

conservation and restoration

• Get solid financial/admin systems in place
• Administration and IT capacity is the primary limitation!

• Need guidance on the development of sustainable agriculture programmes 
from a technical, financial, administrative, IT and social perspective



Potential regulatory changes

• Integration of CAP pillar strands to reflect ecological quality 
• Pillar 1 scheme (e.g. BPS) payment could depend on delivery of quality in 

Pillar 2 (environmental schemes)

• Improving ability to pay for ecosystem services
• WTO rules (costs incurred/income foregone); full costs of management

• Whole farm approach is very important
• Review how RBPS has led to changes in policy, which aspects of RBPS have 

failed to be further developed by policy makers and why

• Clearly link RBPS to Natura 2000 to add benefit to these areas
• How to deliver environmental improvements in intensive farming area?



Thank you for your attention!

This project has received funding from the EU’s LIFE programme under Grant Agreement No. LIFE18 IPE/IE/000002

www.wildatlanticnature.ie
t: @WAN_LIFEIP   f: @wildatlanticnature #wildatlanticnature
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