
José Vicente López-Bao, Spanish National Research Council (CSIC)

jv.lopezbao@gmail.com


Wolf conflict prevention practices in Spain 

mailto:jv.lopezbao@gmail.com


Coexistence

Co-adaptationConflicts

A sharing view…



A sharing view…

Positive and negative interactions



…involve different type, leves (intensity) of 
conflicts

A sharing view…



“Si hay lobos y ganado es porque son compatibles”

… involve different viewpoints across and within 
groups…

Jens Frank

A sharing view…



“For the Commission, the only way forward is 
coexistence, meaning finding ways to adapt to 

wolf presence”



Endorse effective tools to mitigate negative 
impacts of large carnivores

A sharing view…

Fundación Oso Pardo




Interventions to reduce livestock depredations

Van Eeden et al. 2018



The Spanish context…



… a decentralised wolf conservation
Oscar Benavides

Different compensation schemes
Different subsidies to implement DPMs

Boitani et al 2018





NO technical and practical support
NO monitoring of the effectiveness

Fundación Oso Pardo


Most Autonomous Regions:



2. Acceptability
1. Functional effectiveness

4. Implementation scale
3. Costs (Implementation and maintenance)



Castilian sheep owner's guild (The Mesta) 

1273-1836

“a flock or rebaño of about one thousand sheep heads was 
managed by a herder with several assistants and five mastiffs” 




Increase the focus on acceptance…



Maintenance costs: around 400 eu



Increase the focus on maintenance…



Frank et al. 2017

Effectiveness decrease over time



Legal obstacles: Animal abandonment, dangerous 
breeds, protection against LCs



LIFE COEX Project (LIFE/04NAT/IT/000144)

Cortés et al. 2021



Use and effectiveness over time
2004-2008 to 2018-2019

No reporting of damages in the preceding year in 
80% of farms with conventional fences, 71% with 

LGDs, and 56% with electric fences

Blanco et al. 2021



Blanco et al. 2021 Juan Carlos Blanco













The Environmental Authorities in charge of 
wildlife conservation are often perceived as 

the only ones responsible for enforcing 
actions to minimize livestock attacks


López-Bao and Mateo-Tomás 2022



Prevention is an issue of Compliance…

2019 United Nations Environment Programme

(with agricultural policy….)



Preventing wildlife attacks on livestock is 
also a matter of animal welfare 


López-Bao and Mateo-Tomás 2022


