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A European legal framework is still 
lacking, as evidenced by several 

preparatory documents of the Green 
Deal strategies (e.g. the "from Farm 

to Fork” strategy, published in 2020).



info@soil4life.euwww.soil4life.eu

With the first Thematic Soil Strategy, the EU attempted to give itself a 
directive for soil protection. The Commission's proposal was approved by 
the Parliament, but was blocked by the opposition of five Member States. 
The proposal for a soil directive was formally withdrawn on 21 May 2014 
by the European Commission.



A growing level of awareness has emerged in 
international fora: there are no national 
boundaries to the problems of soil 
degradation.

SDG 15.3, target
 “land degradation neutral World”, by 2030

2015-2020

 “
 

...maintaining or improving global soil resources is essential to meet 
humanity's need for food, water and energy security'.



“... combating soil degradation is an urgent priority for the 
protection of biodiversity and ecosystem services that are vital to 
all life on earth, and for ensuring human well-being

“Soil is both a carbon sink and a source of greenhouse gases, and 
plays a key role in the exchange of energy and water between the 
earth's surface and the atmosphere.”



 2019, Green Deal: the ambition of Ursula 
and Frans

 



2020: the “Farm to Fork” and 
“Biodiversity 2030” strategies
 ‘Moving towards a more healthy and sustainable EU food system: a corner 

stone of the European Green Deal’



New Soil Thematic 
Strategy (published 
Nov 2021): outputs 
from the public 
consultation
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Prioritary Soil 
Ecosystem services:  
provision of food, 
freshwater, biodiversity 
conservation, climate 
adaptation and 
mitigation, mineral 
nutrients cycling
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April 2021, the EU Parliament vote a ‘Resolution on soil Protection
 “Calls on the Commission to design an EU-wide common legal framework… for the protection and 
sustainable use of soil…”

November 2021: 10 MSs ask the EC ” a new legal framework for soil protection”,  in sinergy with the water, 
air and biodiversity agendas, as far as the PAC and the EU Green Deal

17 November 2021: EU Soil Strategy for 2030 
‘Reaping the benefits of healthy soils for people, 
food, nature and climate’

“the Commission will present a specific legislative proposal 
on soil health by 2023 which will enable the objectives of this 
strategy to be pursued and achieve good soil health 
across the EU by 2050.”
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European leadership means: 
proper application of the principle of subsidiarity 

principle 
- one common playground, 

 - participatory and site-specific solutions



Innovative tools in soil governance to overcome 
knowledge gaps and acknowledge a value to 

healthy soils



Public support to research, innovation, soil 
monitoring and testing, also at the farm level



Protection and correct management of sensitive 
soil habitats, crucial for the provision of ecosystem 

services



 soil health doesn’t mean externalise land 
degradation towards third countries providing raw 

material to EU economy!



Combating soil degradation is a Green Deal 
challenge, the road map must be consistent with 

the other soil-related targets



Zero net land take by 2050: intermediate, 
closer targets are required for reducing soil 

sealing by urbanization, promoting the re-use of 
urban areas



Organic inputs to the soil, e.g. from organic 
wastes, must guarantee high quality standards
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Thanks for your attention
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