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Established in 2012 as an NGO registered in
Montpellier, France (with office in Brussels);

Affiliate organisations in 26 countries (EU as well
as Israel, Switzerland, Serbia, Ukraine and the UK);

>800 members, 28 affiliated organisations;

Members active in academia, farming, forestry,
government, as well as farm advisors and citizens.

About EURAF



Advocacy to include agroforestry in EU
agriculture-forestry-climate-environment policies;
Documenting and supporting agroforestry policy
development by Member States; 
Supporting the activities of our affiliated
organisations;
Publicising agroforestry through communication,
training & networking; 
Outreach to farmers & actors in the value chain;
Delivering agroforestry-related research projects.

Promoting agroforestry
practices in Europe
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DISTENDER (Horizon Europe)

DigitAF (Horizon Europe)

ResAlliance (Horizon Europe)

CREDIBLE (Horizon Europe)

DeepHorizon (Horizon Europe)

Carbon Farming Med (Interreg EuroMed)

 EELAP (Agroecology partnership)

CAFAMORE (Horizon Europe)

OGCR (Horizon Europe)

DevelopIng STratEgies by integrating mitigatioN, aDaptation and
participation to climate changE Risks;

DIGItal Tools to help AgroForestry meet climate, biodiversity and
farming sustainability goals: linking field and cloud; 

Landscape resilience knowledge alliance for agriculture and forestry
in the Mediterranean basin;

Building momentum and trust to achieve credible soil carbon
farming in the EU; 

DEploying Ecosystemic solutions to imProve soil Health and
uncOveRing subsoil functIons in the critical ZONe.

Accelerating Carbon Market Development for climate change
mitigation and adaptation in Mediterranean agriculture.

Enriching European landscapes with agroecological practices

Developing an EU monitoring system for carbon farming at parcel-
level.

Creating an open-source geospatial system for transparent carbon
farming certification across Europe.

EU funded
agroforestry projects

https://distender.eu/
https://digitaf.eu/
https://www.resalliance.eu/
https://www.project-credible.eu/
https://deephorizon.eu/
https://betatechcenter.com/comenca-el-carbon-farming-med-un-projecte-per-impulsar-lentrada-del-sector-agricola-mediterrani-al-mercat-de-credits-de-carboni/
https://www.agroecologypartnership.eu/eelap


i.e. Turning the Red to Green

EURAF mission
10% tree crown cover
on EU grassland and

cropland by 2040
Tree-Cover-Density (TCD) on agricultural land in the
39 EEA countries. Areas of white are non-agricultural
areas. Red areas are priority planting zones where
TCD is particularly low. 

Source: Copernicus TCD-2018 superimposed on
Corine agricultural land for 2018. Each pixel covers 1
ha (100 m x 100 m). 



Gaining legislative certainty: agroforestry
integrated in EU policy and ensuring
‘legislative certainty’ - all EU MS have a
definition of ‘Agroforestry’ in their CAP
Strategic Plans; 

Legal toolbox:  current CAP,  Nature
Restoration Regulation (NRR), Carbon
Removals and Carbon Farming Regulation
(CRCF), post-2027 CAP.

Recent work

© Maja Lindström Kling



EURAF typology



How much 
agroforestry 
is out there? 

It is estimated to cover around 15.4
million ha, which is equivalent to 3.6% of
the EU territorial area and 8.8% of the
utilised agricultural area.  

LUCAS < LPIS (parcel specific data)  

Den Herder et al. 2017. Current extent and stratification of agroforestry in European Union. Agric Ecosyst Environ 241:121-132

But we don’t know for sure... 



Agroforestry advantages
Social and economy

Product diversification - increase of
the overall production
Multifunctional agriculture and
decreasing risk
Rural development
Green jobs

Ecosystem services
Erosion control
Soil fertility improvement
Conservation of water in landscape
Biodiversity conservation
Improve microclimate – climate
change adaptation
Long-term carbon sequestration –
climate change mitigation



Some (perceived) obstacles for mechanization

Land tenure

Higher labour requirements in contrast to
treeless agriculture 

Long-term return of investment

Legal uncertainty vs legislative rigidity

Challenges

Tree-crop competition concerns – light, water            
and nutrients (design)

New management and skill

Lack of information for farmers



CAP Agroforestry
measures (2023+)

Agroforestry interventions in
the previous CAP (2014-2022)
were not successful.
In the present CAP only 9 EU
MS have included agroforestry
support to their National
Strategic Plans.
Difficult to estimate planting
targets in the current CAP (lack
of open data).
Planting and maintenance
support should be introduced
together.



Different scenarios

1. Full integration of agroforestry
across EU & national policy.

2. Agroforestry starter pack
operational in the next CAP.

3. Business as usual.

4. Further intensification of
agricultural production, increasing
ecological pressures.



EURAF suggests that MS should create an integrated carbon farming
starter-pack for long-term agroforestry support including:

1.  Ecoscheme (Article 31) support for baseline soil sampling and pre-
planting advice in year 0.

2.  Investment Measure (Article 74) support in year 1 for tree-planting
and protection.

3.  Agri Environment Climate Measure (Article 70) support in years 2-
5 for initial maintenance.

4.  Carbon Farming Certification from year 6 onwards, with
monitoring every 5 years until the agreed end of the rotation (the
carbon certification “activity period”).

Agroforestry Starter Pack

1. 2.

3. 4.



A measurable definition: should be adopted across all relevant
EU legislation - how much agroforestry is out there?

Recommendations

Harmonisation: A harmonised index of "landscape features"
should be created for the CAP and the Nature Restoration
Regulation (NRR) - less bureaucracy & confusion. 

Make use of existing data: Member States should make
anonymised Land Parcel Identification System (LPIS) information
publicly available.

Keep track of progress: Data on public and private tree planting
should be available in a single EU portal, with geolocation to the
parcel level. Robust data collection and monitoring systems are
vital for evaluating impacts and making informed decisions. 



More targeted investment: agroforestry is a climate mitigation tool. Investment in
tree planting = climate resilience. 

Mainstreaming agroforestry - need better public support. People love trees!

Agroforestry education in schools, universities, vocational training. 

Long-term expectations

Stronger collaboration between projects and organisations to
assure effective resource use and impact (+ continuity).

Better farmer participation in the research projects.
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